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London 2012
The Bigger Picture

Simon Hookway
Service Manager (Economic Development)

Gravesham Borough Council



London 2012 – Is Now!

The countdown begins:
• 2012 Olympic Games - 27 July-12 Aug 2012

– 990 days to go
• 2012 Paralympic Games - 29 Aug-9 Sept 2012

– 1023 days to go
• Building of the Olympic Park is on time
• Olympic Park is one stop and 14 minutes from 

Ebbsfleet International Station
• Cultural Olympiad events and preparations for the 

Games are happening now.
• www.london2012.com



Olympics – The World’s Largest Event

• 4 billion worldwide audience
• £10 billion project
• 10 million ticket sales
• 60 days
• 46 sports in 55 venues
• 206 National Olympic and Paralympic Committees 
• In excess of 200,000 Olympic family

– athletes, officials, sponsors, IOC etc.
• Over 30,000 accredited media arriving and departing  

through London.
• 20,000 unaccredited media.
• 600,000+ additional flying Olympic visitors 



Key Impacts of Previous Games

• 47,000 volunteers involved in Athens 2004
• Sydney Olympics and Paralympics

– A$1.2 billion of convention tourism for New 
South Wales over a 12 year period before and 
after the Games

– Highest uplift after the Games (23%) 
– A$6 billion worth of international exposure and 

publicity
– An additional 1.6 million visitors – the year after 

the Games
• Barcelona went from being the 16th most visited to 

the 3rd
• Atlanta added US$5.1 billion to the state economy
• Athens – in-bound tourism increased by 10% one 

year after the Games
• Beijing – 1 billion people watched the Opening 

Ceremony



Opportunities & Legacy Plans

• Business opportunities
• Tourism and leisure
• Culture, festivals and events
• Trade
• Jobs and skills 
• Volunteering
• Sports and physical activity
• Healthy lifestyles
• Pre Games Training Camps



Opportunities for Business

Direct:
• Arising from the 

construction
• Arising from staging 

the Games
• It can work for small 

and medium sized 
businesses

Indirect:
• Tourism
• Visitors
• Gateway
• Cultural Olympiad
• Showcasing the South 

East

Direct and indirect opportunities
South East and London will be the big winners



Construction On Track

International Olympic Committee visit
to the Olympic Park comment on progress:

“nothing short of astounding”



ODA – In 2009

1. Clean/clear Olympic Park
2. Seven bridges complete

3. Power station almost complete

4. Foundations of Olympic 
Stadium built

5. Foundations of Aquatic Centre
6. Work begun on Velodrome/ 

media and broadcast centres

7. Work about to start on handball 
arena

8. Olympic Village plots started

9. Significant progress on 
transport projects

10.Sailing venue at Weymouth/ 
Portland finished ������������	
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ODA - In 2010

• Structure and roof complete stadium, aquatic centre, 
velodrome, international broadcast centre, main press 
centre, handball and basketball arenas

• Majority of Olympic Village complete
• Eton Dorney finished
• Most major transport projects complete
• Cultural events and activities, especially around July 

2010



The Cultural Olympiad

• Began when the torch 
was handed over in 
Beijing in 2008

• Finishes at the Closing 
Ceremony in London in 
2012

• Four years

• No official structure laid 
down by the IOC



Cultural Olympiad

London is organising 
into three tiers:

• Tier 1 – mandatory 
ceremonies

• Tier 2 – major bid 
projects

• Tier 3  - UK 
Cultural festival-
every locality



Cultural Olympiad
Tier 2 - Major Projects - £16 million

– Unlimited - Celebrating disability art 
and culture

– Stories of the World 
– Festival of Carnivals 
– Film Nation 
– Discovering Places 
– Somewhereto
– Sounds 
– World Shakespeare Festival
– Artists Taking the Lead



Tier 3 – Gravesham Borough

Key events
October - Festival of Light
October/November - 1000 rings
May 2010 - Discovering Places
July 2010 - Big Day Out and 
The Open Weekend

Key audience = Young people

For more information visit -
www.gogravesham.co.uk

Cultural Olympiad

Image: Festival of Light parade, Gravesend



In 2011

• Fit out
• Services
• Surrounding environment
• Test events
• Pre Games Training Camps



Pre Games Training Camps
• Two LOCOG listed pre-training camps in Gravesham, 

other sporting venues can also be a training camp
• Gravesham camps include: Nurstead Court for 

equestrian teams and Meapa gymnastics centre
• Creates sporting, cultural and trade links – both 

short term and long term
• Local interest and visits from international teams to 

the borough
• Other requirements includes: accommodation, 

transport, catering, health, leisure activities, 
resources such as internet and local knowledge. 



Pre Games Training Camps

• For anything up to 3 years before the Games
• Creates sporting, cultural and trade links

• Barbados Paralympic Team signed for Medway

• Ukraine and Belarus @ Tonbridge School

• Fiji, Malawi, Colombia, India all showing an 
interest in the South East



Pre Games Training Camps – Kent & Medway

• Gillingham Football Club
• Jumpers Rebound Centre
• Medway Badminton 

Association Centre
• Medway Park
• Angel Centre
• Arrow Riding and 

Carriage Centre
• Bedgebury Pinetum
• Bewl Water Outdoor 

Centre
• Brands Hatch Circuit
• Canterbury Christ Church 

University
• Chilham Park
• City of Canterbury 

Rhythmic Gymnastics 
Club
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• Polo Farm Sports Club
• Princes Park Stadium
• Sevenoaks School
• St Lawrence Cricket Ground
• Sutton Valence School
• The Canterbury High School
• The Marlowe Academy
• The Meapa Gymnastics 

Centre
• The Stour Centre
• The University of Kent
• The Valley Leisure Centre
• Tonbridge School
• Tunbridge Wells Sports 

Centre

• Dartford Judo Club
• Deal Gymnastics Centre
• Fowlmead Country Park
• Goodwood Estate Company 

Ltd
• Great Chart Golf & Leisure
• Hadlow College
• Howard Table Tennis 

Centre
• Julie Rose Athletics Stadium
• Maidstone Leisure Centre & 

Mote Park
• Margate Beach
• Nurstead Court
• Pegasus Gymnastics Club
• Penshurst Off Road Cycling 

Circuit



In 2012

• 70,000 volunteers recruited and trained
• Civic volunteers
• 50,000 journalists looking for stories
• 4 billion world audience looking for 

something to watch
• Best ever Games?



Lessons for London 2012 from Beijing

• Don’t try and match Chinese 
investment

• The world will be looking at us 
(so we better get it right)

• Spread the involvement and 
participation

• Transport – everyone might 
want to travel at the same 
time!

• Catering – 12 to 14 million 
meals

• Volunteers need to be more 
than a welcoming smile

• Being the host nation will 
change us – but in what way?



Why Important to Gravesham ?

• We are only 14 minutes away from Olympic Park
• One stop on High Speed 1
• Ebbsfleet is a gateway for global tourists and 

visitors
• Local athletes hoping to compete
• Business for local businesses
• Additional tourism and expenditure
• Events and activities up to 2012
• Funding and investment in the borough



London 2012
The Bigger Picture

Simon Hookway
Service Manager (Economic Development)

Gravesham Borough Council



Fit2Supply Workshop

Fit to Supply for London 2012 Fit to Supply for London 2012 
&&

Public Sector ContractsPublic Sector Contracts



ODA - Olympic 
Delivery Authority

Developing and building 
the venues and 

infrastructure for the 
Olympic Games
£7.3 billion

- Stadiums
- Aqua Centre
- Velo Park
- Transport
- Athletes Village
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LOCOG - London Organising
Committee for the Olympic

and Paralympic Games
£2 billion

- Staging the event
- Temporary venues
- Commercially funded by:-

sponsorship
ticket sales
licensing programme
broadcasting rights

- Budget of £2bn

Our brand is our 
most valuable asset



Where to find London 2012 
opportunities

www.london2012.com
www.competefor.com



What is CompeteFor?

‘Dating agency’‘Dating agency’

1. Buyer 
registration

2. Input & publish 
opportunities

3. Evaluate 
responses

1. Buyer 
registration

2. Input & publish 
opportunities

3. Evaluate 
responses

Buyers
>250

Buyers
>250

1. Supplier 
registration

2. Build profile

3. E-mail alerts for 
relevant 
opportunities

1. Supplier 
registration

2. Build profile

3. E-mail alerts for 
relevant 
opportunities

Suppliers
>85,900

Suppliers
>85,900

>3,800 opportunities posted to date
www.london2012.com/business



Olympic 
Park

Aquatics Centre MCCentre MC

Swimming Pool MC

Bricklaying Subcontractor

Brick Merchant

Distribution CompanyCompany

Brick Brick Manufacturer

Quarry

Catering

Security

Parts and 
Labour

Plant Hire

Temporary 
Accommodation

Venue hire

Specialist 
sub-

contractors

Marketing

Working 
Clothes

Tools

Training, transportation, entertainment, publishing, consultancy, HR 
and more....

Printing

IT Equipment

ODA Supply Chain

Balfour Beatty



Registration – stage one

• Email address
• Password
• Name & contact detail
• Business name and address

This enables you to :-

• Manually search & view opportunities
• See who is winning contracts – full details
• Search & view supplier profiles
• Add additional users from your company



Publication of profile - stage two

• Add more business categories
• Insurances & Policies info
• Financial Details
• Ownership & Employee Diversity
• Marketing Info & photos
• Submit profile!

This enables you to :-

• Set email alert preferences
• View matched opportunities
• Respond to opportunities



Having Problems?

If related to registering or publishing your profile 
Call the CompeteFor helpdesk on 0845 2177804

If you are missing a policy or need business support?
Call Business Link on 0845 6009006 




